Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th November 2012  
In Attendance:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh (Chairperson), Michael Farrelly, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Pearse McGeough, Dolores Minogue,  Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick

Apologies:
Councillor Finnan McCoy


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Services






Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer






Miriam Roe, Town Clerk


















-------------------------------

MINUTE 74/12

Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. M Farrelly and seconded by Cllr. F Malone, the minutes of the meeting of 14th September, 2012 were agreed.

MINUTE 75/12

Matters Arising
Cllr Farrelly stated that the Gardai had not received the licence for the fireworks display prior to the event.  The Cathaoirleach clarified this by saying that it had been left into the Garda Station the previous Friday.

MINUTE 76/12

Louth County Enterprise Board:  
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr Ronan Dennedy who spoke to the members about the role of the LCEB.  He outlined their involvement in Ardee regarding the numbers/types of start up business in the town.   He also mentioned the courses and funding available.  Mr Dennedy explained that the LCEB would be transitioning into Louth County Council and preparation for this was already underway.

A question and answer session followed.  Issues discussed included the type of available funding such as the micro finance scheme, LCEB grants and Louth Leader.  Also, discussed was the possibility of promoting awareness of what the LCEB do and the help available to start up companies.

The discussion concluded with the Cathaoirleach thanking Mr Dennedy for his attendance at the meeting.

MINUTE 77/12

Ardee Walking and Cycling Strategy:   
The Cathaoirleach welcomed the consultants from Atkins who made a presentation to the Members regarding the Ardee Walking and Cycling Strategy. 

A discussion followed around ideas and submissions from the Members. 

Cllr Malone stated that it was imperative that a longer term vision should incorporate a walking/cycling route from Ardee to Annagassan.   Cllr Kavanagh outlined that Ardee were in the centre of ‘Tain Country’ and that any strategy should consider this as a walking route which has enormous tourist potential. Cllr McGeough spoke about the importance of Ardee Bog.  Cllr McKenny stated that Ardee Town Council had requested a footpath along the N33 when it was being built and this was something which was much needed.  Also mentioned was the need for a traffic separated cycle lane and cyclist safety.

The members welcomed this initiative and thanked the consultants for their presentation. 

MINUTE 78/12

Notice of Motions -Other Councils:
Castlebar Town Council - “that Castlebar Town Council supports the same rights and entitlements to civil marriage for all citizens of Mayo regardless of race, religion or sexuality and this be communicated to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence”.

This motion was taken as read.

Monaghan Town Council – 

(a)
‘That Monaghan Town Council calls for the immediate release of Gerry McGeogh, Marion Price and Martin Corey.  Eveyone is entitled to due process and these Irish citizens have been denied this.  Their continued detention without trial is an infringement of their human rights and clearly undermines the justice system on this island. Their imprisonment is unjust and is in defiance of rulings by the Courts in both cases.  Both have been granted bail by the Courts and yet remain in prison.”

Following discussion on the matter is was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Farrelly that due to the lack of information and also that it is a judicial matter that the members were not in a position to support this motion.

(b) ‘That this Council call on the Minister for Finance to rescind his decision to withdraw tax relief for first time buyers from January 2013.

This was passed on the proposal of Cllr Hatrick and seconded by Cllr Tenanty.

(c) ‘That this Council write to the minister for the Environment regarding his proposal to change the rules that cars over 10 years old would have to be tested every year instead of the present 2 years’.

This was passed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Malone.

MINUTE 79/12
Correspondence:
a.    Use of Ardee Town Council Crest  - It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Minogue that Cuchulainn Cycling club be allowed to use the crest for the ‘Louth Jersey’.
b.
An Garda Siochana Response Winter Crime Prevention – Taken as read
c. An Garda Siochana Response Speeding at Sean O’Carroll St – Taken as read.
d. Panda Waste Response -  Taken as read.
e. Oxigen Response – Taken as read.
f. Dept of Finance  Property Tax – Taken as read.
MINUTE 80/12
Planned Works:
P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer outlined all planned works for coming month.  These included 

· Pothole Repairs

· Boat Trench

· Water Main on N2

· Walking & Cycling Strategy

· Cleaning of Foster Monument & Lone Soldier

MINUTE 81/12
Any Other Business:
Meeting with I.D.A. Joe McGuinness informed the Members that the IDA were willing to meet a delegation from Ardee Town Council.  The Members requested that the IDA meet the entire council.  J McGuinness to put this forward.

Notice of Motion:  Cllr Malone mentioned two matters under AOB and was advised to submit them formally as a Notice Of Motion to be included on next months Agenda.
Ardee Town Council Budget ATC Budget Meeting:  A Budget Meeting date was set for 12th December at 6.30pm.  This is to be on the same night as the Monthly meeting.

That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________

Chairman
